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2 The International
Labour Conference
(ILC) decided to
include “a safe and
healthy working
environment” in the
ILO’s framework of
fundamental
principles and rights
at work.

N
o

s 
1

5
5

 &
 1

8
7 On this occasion,

the Occupational
Safety and Health
Convention, No.
155 and
the Promotional
Framework for
Occupational Safety
and Health
Convention, No.
187 were declared
fundamental
conventions.
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All Member states, even if
they have not ratified the
Conventions in question,
have an obligation, arising
from the very fact of
membership in the
Organization, to respect,
to promote and to realize,
in good faith and in
accordance with the
Constitution, the
principles concerning the
fundamental rights which
are the subject of those
Conventions.
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❖ Fundamental conventions Nos 155 and
187, are fully complementary and reflect
the relevant principles, duties and rights
for ensuring a safe and healthy working
environment.

❖ They contain provisions of general scope
covering all branches of activity and all
workers, regardless of the type of
hazard, and they serve as the basis for
the safety and health measures provided
in other specific OSH instruments.

❖ In order to fully meet the requirements
of Conventions Nos 155 and 187,
Members need to take into account the
provisions of the full body of OSH
instruments set out in the chart

The OSH fundamental conventions at the core of 
the ILO normative framework on safety and 

health at work
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On 28 April 2023, the ILO 
will bring together experts 
and constituents to discuss

the implications it 
has for the world 

of work the 
landmark 2022

how to practically 
implement this 

right in the world 
of work

It will also present 
the findings of 

research on the 
implementation 
status of various 
provisions of the 

fundamental 
Conventions No. 155 

and No. 187

The event will showcase how safe and healthy working environments can be a rallying 
point for ensuring other fundamental rights at work and how can occupational safety 
and health assist in preventing social justice deficits and contribute to inclusive and 

sustainable socio-economic development.
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Safety
is an element of civilisation

and sustainability
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